THE AGE  OF  OLIGARCHY                  IOg

an age of great families. It was a great age. England has
known since no orators, no actors, no critics, no satirists, no
generals, no admirals, and no heroes of the stature common
in those days. Systems asphyxiate. Only in India and Africa
could heroes find employment in the Victorian age. To-day
they can only kill themselves in teaching others to kill on an
ever grander scale. In the eighteenth century they had the
chance not to destroy but to build.

Only towards the very end of the century a note of hysteria
creeps in. The foundations were shaking; the industrial revolu-
tion had launched the great Augustans into quite uncharted
seas. The navy mutinied; London rioted; Ireland rebelled.
Across the narrow seas dynasties collapsed. Idealists, soldiers,
revolutionaries, and other arrivistes had shattered the world's
peace. The French Revolution began.

And so we come to the opening of controversies still urgent.
The men of property had destroyed Catholicism, destroyed
the popular monarchy, flirted with, but finally defeated,
Calvinism to find themselves, at the dawn of the modern age,
face to face with the forces of the revolution. They had
destroyed the throne and the altar and had had time to put
in their place nothing but themselves. Now they must fight
alone.

So far they had preserved their inheritance. The power and
the glory still shone. In all lands and under all the seas lay the
bones of Englishmen who had loved their country and served
her. That the men of the eighteenth century had done their
duty as they saw it is evident to all. Even the absolute power
which they enjoyed came to them by inheritance. It was not
they who had stolen or murdered and betrayed. It was not
they who had denied either their God or their allegiance.
Remembering this, we can. understand better the serenity that
shines from their portraits, the cadences of their magnificent
orations, the superb assurance of their critics, the easy certainties
of their moralists. The age of chivalry might die elsewhere,
but their England was to live, and they would concede nothing
which might irtiperil her. Even Fox surrendered to the claims
of his country at -last and joined in the battle without regret.